
Are you aware of these powerful facts?

• 62 million people visit farms and ranches each year!
Compare that to Hawaii which attracts 6.2 million
tourists. 

• Visitors to a Kansas ranch pay $5000 for five days
of hunting.  That’s more than a tourist spends to stay
for ten days at the Ritz Carlton in New York.

• Staying open just four weeks during the fall, farms
can earn $100,000 and more selling pumpkins and
family fun.

• On average 45% of all leisure travelers in your state
are visiting relatives or friends and they get in the car
to experience something “unique.”  Will they be able
to find farm and ranch destinations? 

• A state as small as Vermont – population 608,827 –
had $20 million in annual agritourism revenues!  That
was an increase of 86% in two years. Imagine what
your state could create.

• The rural town of Yellow Springs, Ohio has a farm that
attracts 1 million visitors a year!  The economic impact
of the destination extends to the town and region.
Is agritourism helping your rural economic
development?

• USA Today, The New York Times, People Magazine,
Newsweek, CNN, The Washington Post, and the Wall
Street Journal have all featured agritourism.  What are
you doing to capitalize on this increased interest in
farm and ranch visits?

AGRITOURISM
HARVEST YOUR STATE’S POTENTIAL!



TESTIMONIALS
“‘Growing Agritourism’ is an extraordinary compilation of information
written from the producer’s point of view, with step-by-step details, hundreds
of proven ideas and critical information about every aspect of creating and
running an agritourism destination.  This kind of comprehensive guide has
never been created before by any state agency.”
Patty Clark, AG  Marketing Division
Kansas Department of Commerce

“This starter manual is an excellent resource that is loaded with ideas and all
the basic points one needs to consider to get started and to build your
business one small step at a time.”
Jim Maetzold, Agritourism Leader
USDA/NRCS

“There is so much information in ‘Growing Agritourism’ and it is so logical
that anyone could figure out how to make an agritourism business
successful.  The book is so interesting that I couldn’t put it down until I
read every page!”
Becky Walters
Walters Pumpkin Farm

“The Growing Agritourism in Kansas manual is an extremely practical and
useful tool for anyone interested in developing agritourism opportunities.  It
is grounded not only in marketing and tourism theory but in years of real
world experience in the agritourism sector.  In fact, the information in the
manual is not only applicable to farms and ranches in Kansas, but to rural
landowners throughout the U.S. and world.”
Ted T. Cable
Assistant Department Head & Professor of Park Management and Conservation
Kansas State University

“Jane Eckert is a benchmark for agritourism professionals.  She is a leader in
developing ways we can support and mentor agritourism farmers who are just
beginning as well as those who want to grow their farms.  Her willingness to
share information and resources is invaluable to those of us who are
interested in helping farmers saving their farms; improve the quality of life for
themselves and their families.”
Martha Glass, Agritourism Director
North Carolina Department of Agriculture

Harvest
the power of
agritourism

for your state
today!   

“Growing Agritourism”
is the only comprehensive
book written for farmers
and ranchers by a
successful agritourism
operator.

Producers finally have
a blueprint for success
thanks to hundreds of
easy-to-understand and
easy-to-implement ideas
on creating, financing and
developing agricultural
attractions.

Now your state can
purchase “Growing
Agritourism” and Jane
Eckert will customize the
book to focus on your
unique agritourism
offerings.   



“GROWING AGRITOURISM”
The only book written for farmers and ranchers by a successful
operator. This book will be customized specific to your state
to highlight your unique agritourism offerings, your state
regulations and your specific resources.

Comprehensive information including:
• First steps to starting an agritourism business

• Financial guide for start-up operations

• Extensive listing of activities to offer, how to make them
work and what to charge

• Eckert Farm Marketing Plan™

• Tips for selling at a roadside stand or country store

• Hunting and fishing 

• Lodging (bed & breakfast, cabins, bunkhouses,
tepees, etc.)

• Fall Season and Pumpkin Patches 

• Staffing, regulations and permits

• Resource guide of federal, state and local agencies & organizations

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Jane Eckert and Diane Kline are also the
authors of “Fresh Grown Publicity” and “Fresh
Grown Promotions.” Jane Eckert is a farmer’s
daughter who helped turn her family’s farm
into one of the biggest tourist destinations in
the St. Louis region, attracting 500,000
visitors yearly!  As a respected farm
consultant and expert in agritourism
throughout North America, she has helped
thousands and thousands of producers
through her on-site farm and ranch visits, her workshops and consulting
with state agriculture and tourism agencies.

• Vice President of Marketing for Eckert Orchards (1988-2001), agritourism
destination attracting 500,000 visitors annually

• Former President of North American Farmers Direct Marketing Association
(NAFDMA)

• Former President of the St. Louis Attractions Association 

• Creator of the innovative Eckert Farm Marketing Plan™ designed for
farmers and ranchers

• Developed innovative workshops for tourism professionals, farmers and
ranchers to help develop agritourism

• Featured columnist in Fruit Grower News and Vegetable Grower News

• Member of the Missouri Agritourism Council

Diane Kline is a marketing professional who has spent the past six years
working with Jane Eckert, focusing on agritourism.

• Former director of Public Relations for the ABC television station
in St. Louis.

• Winner of two Emmy Awards and a variety of honors in marketing.

Co-authors Diane Kline & Jane Eckert

8054 Teasdale Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63130

www.eckertagrimarketing.com
314-862-6288

e-mail: jane@eckertagrimarketing.com


