
plus informal 
farm chats!

New Zealand Agritour 
with Jane Eckert 

January 24 - February 6, 2013
with optional Australia extension February 6 - 12

includes roundtrip air 
from 

San Francisco...



Day 1, THU, JAN 24
We depart San Francisco today on our transpacific overnight flight 
to Auckland.                          (meals aloft)

Day 2, FRI, JAN 25
We continue our journey, crossing the international date line on 
our way to Australia.                (meals aloft)

Day 3, SAT, JAN 26
We arrive to Auckland early this morning and are met at the air-
port by a local representative.  We transfer to the Crowne Plaza 
Auckland where our rooms are waiting for us to check in and 
rest for a few hours.  This afternoon we enjoy an introductory city 
tour including a tour through the vibrant but small Auckland Fish 
Market complex. With its large coastline and economic zone, the 
seafood industry is one of New Zealand’s major exports. Then 
we have a virtual cinematic vineyard tour with wine tasting of 
New Zealand white wines at the adjacent Big Picture complex 
(designed to provide a comprehensive vineyard/wine tasting 
experience without time constraints).  Tonight we are treated to a 
welcome seafood buffet dinner in the Skytower, the tallest tower 
in the Southern Hemisphere.                         (D)

Day 4, SUN, JAN 27 
Today we travel by ferry to Waiheke Island (home to 10,000 Auck-
landers) for wine tasting at 2 local vineyards, a visit to olive oil 
orchard, and dinner at one of the vineyard restaurants. Waiheke 
Island’s warmer temperatures (approx 3 degrees Celsius warmer 
than Auckland) helps produce award winning reds in particular and 
the islands wineries have cleverly established excellent restau-
rants catering to the corporate, tourism and wedding markets.  We 
return to the Crowne Plaza Auckland for overnight.           (B,D)

Day 5, MON, JAN 28
Today we have an early morning visit to Turners and Growers, a 
major commercial market facility for vegetables, fruit and flowers. 
Then we depart Auckland and travel via Matamata to Rotorua.  
Our first visit is Hobbiton – the only remaining commercial set 
from the Lord of the Rings trilogy and the setting for ‘The Hobbit’ 
movies currently being filmed by Peter Jackson. The Hobbiton set 
is located on a working sheep farm.  From there we continue to 
a local 3rd generation dairy farm for a brief farm visit and lunch 
onsite in the popular function restaurant. Our final visit today is 
to a local vegetable and orchard growing property at Matamata 
– glasshouse grown chillies, capsicums, and feijoa’s with onsite 
packhouse, with some goods exported as well as sold locally.  We 
continue to the ‘thermal city’ of Rotorua and the Novotel Lakeside 
for overnight.                           (B,L)

Day 6, TUE, JAN 29
Today we explore several Rotorua agricultural tourism business 
attractions.  We start our day with a farm tour of the Agrodome Or-
ganic Farm, followed by the popular Agrodome sheep show and 
farm dog demonstration.  Then we continue to Mamaku Blue's 
Blueberry Experience & Winery, family owned and operated, for 
an orchard and pack house tour to see the range of products grown 
and sold.  A light lunch is included at the onsite cafe.  This afternoon 
we travel by gondola to the Skyline complex for panoramic views 
of Rotorua and a brief overview of how a steep hill site and the 
invention of a fun downhill luge has become a successful tourism 
venture with sites around the world.  Our day concludes by visiting 
a local thermal reserve.  This evening we travel to the Mitai Maori 
Village for a cultural dinner and show followed by a guided tour 
at night through a nature park with an opportunity to view New 
Zealand's national bird, the kiwi, and then return to Rotorua and 
the Novotel Lakeside for overnight.               (B,L,D)

Day 7, WED, JAN 30
Today we depart Rotorua and travel to Te Puke, famous for its 
kiwifruit industry. We enjoy a tour through the Kiwifruit Country 
attraction and enjoy a buffet or cafe-style lunch before visiting the 
nearby Comvita Honey Centre. We continue through fertile farm-
land to Cambridge and meet our countrystay hosts.  Four to six 
persons from our group will stay overnight with each host, provid-
ing the opportunity to meet and talk with rural people in the fertile 
Waikato region about their lifestyle and businesses.         (B,L,D) 

Day 8, THU, JAN 31
This morning we say farewell to our hosts and travel north to Auck-
land for our flight to Queenstown.  Upon arrival we visit the famous 
Kawarau Bridge Bungy Centre, and then we have wine tasting 
and a wine cave tour at the Gibbston Valley Winery. We finish 
our day meeting with the owners and managers of the Moonlight 
Country Farm and Stables Operation, whose agri-tourism op-
eration includes deer farming, a function centre and horse riding 
operation. From there we travel into Queenstown with dinner at a 
local restaurant and overnight at Novotel Lakeside.          (B,D)

Day 09, FRI, FEB 1
Today we follow the northern arm of Lake Wakatipu to Glenorchy 
to join a scheduled Dart River Wilderness Safari, combining a 90-
minute jetboat ride on the Dart River with a back country coach 
ride and a short bush walk, all within the stunning Mt. Aspiring 
National Park region.  This evening we board the TSS Earnslaw 
1912 coal-fired steamer and cruise across Lake Wakatipu to arrive 
at the Walter Peak Station. There we enjoy the stunning lakeside 
gardens, a buffet carvery dinner in the Homestead, and a short 
farm dog and sheep demonstration.  Return to Queenstown and 
Novotel Lakeside for overnight.             (B.D)

Day 10, SAT, FEB 2
Today is at leisure to relax or explore Queenstown on your own. 
Optional activities include a day tour to Milford or Doubtful Sounds, 
four wheel driving into the outback country, or a variety of "soft 
adventure" related activities. Or you may simply relax and enjoy 
Queenstown, with overnight again at Novotel Lakeside.       (B)

Day 11, SUN, FEB 3
Depart Queenstown and travel through the Gibbston Valley wine 
region to arrive in the Central Otago area, famous for its orchards 
and vineyards.  Here we have two orchard visits and an orchard 
tour before continuing onto Northburn Winery. This large sta-
tion features a substantial vineyard, moistly growing the area's 
highly rated pinot noir, as well as an onsite function centre and 
restaurant, and is also home to one of New Zealand’s excellent 
high country merino sheep stations. We enjoy a platter style lunch 
and (subject to availability) a discussion with the owners regard-
ing merino sheep farming and the success of New Zealand’s high 
quality yarns for Icebreaker (New Zealand export clothing brand). 
We continue our journey through the Mackenzie Country basin to 
arrive at Lake Tekapo and the Peppers Bluewater Resort with 
dinner included at our hotel.         (B,L,D)

Day 12, MON, FEB 4
Today we travel through scenic Lindis Pass to reach Canterbury 
Plains and the rural service town of Ashburton. We will visit a local 
farm (possibly a 490 hectacre mixed farm with sheep, beef, barley, 
wheat, grass seed, red beets and white raddish). A light lunch is 
included.  Then we meet our hosts for our second overnight coun-
trystay on local Ashburton area rural properties.  Once again, four 
to six persons will stay with each host and have the opportunity to 
discuss the different climate and growing conditions of Canterbury 
Plains, which are quite different from the fertile farmland of the 
Waikato area around Cambridge.              (B,L,D)



Day 13, TUE, FEB 5
Today we drive to nearby Christchurch for brief city sights and a 
light cafe-style lunch at Willowbank Wildlife Reserve.  We enjoy 
a tour of Christchurch's botanic gardens and an opportunity to 
view the city as it rebuilds after earthquakes in 2010/11 resulted 
in much of the city centre being demolished.  Tonight we gather 
for a farewell dinner and then have overnight at Chateau on the 
Park in Christchurch.             (B,L,D)

Day 14, WED, FEB 6
Enjoy the morning at leisure.  Discover beautiful Hagley Park 
or perhaps take a walk through the central business district, 
cordoned off from 2010 until April 2012 while over 160 buildings 
were demolished due to earthquake damage.  At midday we 
transfer to the Christchurch airport for our flight home.  Crossing 
the International Date Line, we arrive back to the USA the same 
day.                                                                       (B, meals aloft)

Or continue on an extension to Australia...

Day 14, WED, FEB 6
Today we fly from Christchurch to Cairns, the gateway to the Great 
Barrier Reef.  From the airport we go to a local restaurant for a 
welcome lunch.  Then we drive to Hartley's Crocodile Adventure 
for a lagoon cruise to view crocodiles and water birds, followed 
by a guide walk along a timber boardwalk. Then we journey into 
the rainforest to see wallabies and cassowaries, concluding our 
afternoon at the koala feeding. Afternoon tea is included, and then 
we transfer to the Mercure Harbourside.  Dinner is on your own 
this evening.               (B,L) 

Day 15, THU, FEB 7
Today we board a high-speed catamaran for an exciting excur-
sion to Green Island in the inner Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  
Relax on the island with a stroll through the rainforest, lounge on 
the white coral sands, or view coral on a Glass Bottom Boat ride.  
Or take an optional excursion ($150) from our base on Green 
Island and cruise to a multi-level platform to further explore the 
reef. (www.quicksilver-cruises.com/wavepiercer.htm). We enjoy a 
buffet lunch here and have opportunity to snorkel (or participate 
in a guided scuba dive at additional cost) among coral gardens, 
or simply view them from the underwater observatory and semi-
submersible vessel.  Lunch is included on this optional excursion.  
Return to our hotel in Cairns for overnight, with dinner on your own 
this evening.                 (B,L only on optional excursion)

Day 16, FRI, FEB 8
This morning we ride the Kuranda Scenic Railway through tunnels 
and over spectacular gorges.  At Kuranda we have time to browse 
the arts and crafts in this quaint village, and then we travel on to 
Rainforestation, set on 100 acres of World Heritage Rainforest. 
Experience the tropical rainforest from a totally unique perspec-
tive, aboard an amphibious World War II Army Duck. Following a 
delicious Aussie BBQ lunch, we watch the Pamagirri Dancers per-
form a range of native dances. We meander through the Tropical 
Fruits Orchard which features over 40 different species of exotic 
tropical fruit trees.  From Kuranda, we board Skyrail which takes 
us over the rainforest canopy, returning to Cairns by coach.  Din-
ner is included at the hotel's Blue Mango Wine Bar.       (B,L,D)

Day 17, SAT, FEB 9
This morning we depart for Sydney, with breakfast served on our 
flight.  Upon arrival to Australia's best-known city, we embark on 
a luncheon cruise on Sydney Harbour, enjoying fantastic views 
of two of Australia’s most famous landmarks: the Harbour Bridge 
and the world-renowned Sydney Opera House.  We disembark 
mid-afternoon and transfer to The Grace Hotel for check-in.  Din-
ner is on your own this evening; Darling Harbour, with numerous 
dining options is a short walk from the hotel.           (B,L)

Day 18, SUN, FEB 10
Today we enjoy a full-day tour to the famous Hunter Valley winery 
region. With more than 120 wineries, the Hunter Valley produces 
some terrific wines, loved at home and abroad. As we travel across 
the sparkling blue Hawkesbury River among rolling hills and 
valleys and through picturesque villages, we visit three different 
wineries, enjoying tastings at each. We also sample a variety of 
cheese and chocolate. Lunch is included today at a winery.  We 
return to our hotel in Sydney for overnight, with dinner on your 
own.                     (B,L)

Day 19, MON, FEB 11
Early this morning we visit the Sydney Fish Market, the largest of 
its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. Our behind-the-scenes tour 
includes the auction floor, sashimi pavilion, and crab & lobster pen. 
We have opportunity to meet with some of the vendors and then 
we enjoy a light breakfast at a local cafe.  After time for lunch (on 
our own) at Circular Quay, we continue touring this amazing city 
and see Kings Cross, the Harbour Bridge, Chinatown, the Rocks, 
the Botanic Gardens, and the fashionable suburb of Paddington.  
We also have a guided tour of the Sydney Opera House (subject 
to availability).  This evening we enjoy a birds-eye view as we dine 
overlooking Cockle Bay and Darling Harbour at Nick's Seafood 
Restaurant. Make your own way back to the hotel at your leisure, 
strolling past waterfront cafes and bars.             (B,D)

Day 20, TUE, FEB 12  
Morning departure on our flight to Auckland and from there back to 
San Francisco and our hometown airports.          (B, meals aloft)

Sites listed in the itinerary will be covered but the sequence and days may be 
altered to adjust to religious holidays, special closings of sites, air schedule 
changes, etc.  Hotels listed subject to availability.

TOUR CONDITIONS
PRICE OF 14-DAY TOUR from San Francisco, $5,999 per 
person.  6-day Australia extension, $2,759 per person.

DEVIATION ITINERARY: Any adjustment in standardized air or 
land itinerary will carry a $100 fee (for each change) in addition to 
any additional expense required.  This fee is applicable for research 
projected and/or accepted.  In an effort to ensure efficient han-
dling of these requests, Dehoney Travel, Inc. will require that a 
deposit be received on the tour before your deviation request 
can be processed.

AIR TRANSPORTATION: Roundtrip economy class from San 
Francisco, applicable on all IATA and ARC carriers.  Based on the 
round-trip San Francisco/Auckland/Christchurch air fare.  Interna-
tional service to be provided by Air New Zealand Airlines via their 
San Francisco gateway.  Domestic add-on supplements in air fare 
from many east coast and Midwest cities are available at $275 to 
$425 depending on class of service available and departure cities.  
Air New Zealand uses contracts with American, United, US Airways, 
Delta, and Alaska Air for these add-on fares.  Dehoney Travel will 
be able to book passengers from their hometown airports advis-
ing them of the supplement for this hometown departure. Sample 
add-on fares: New York, $440; Minneapolis, $380; Denver, $325; 
Kansas City $380.

ACCOMMODATIONS: Minimum first class/four star hotels and 
farm "countrystays" as listed in itinerary.  Tour price is per person 
based on double occupancy in twin-bedded rooms with private 
bath.  While Dehoney Travel, Inc. will try to match roommates, we 
cannot guarantee that a roommate will be available.  In this case 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT: To help ensure smooth operation of this 
program, we are pleased to offer a $100 discount on the trip cost 
for your $700 deposit received prior to July 31, 2012.



For further information, contact:
Jane Eckert, Eckert AgriMarketing
8054 Teasedale, St. Louis, MO 63130
(cell) 618/593-6129  (o) 314/862-6288

Email: jane@eckertagrimarketing.com
www.eckertagrimarketing.com
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DELAYS, CANCELLATION AND REFUND: Dehoney Travel, 
Inc. (DT) is not responsible for changes and delays in airline 
schedules and cannot reimburse passengers for expenses 
resulting from delays, re-issuance of air tickets, etc. In event 
of cancellation, there will be a fee of $100 for Dehoney Travel, Inc. 
to cover administrative costs.  The following scale of charges will 
apply when notice of cancellation is given in writing after the book-
ing is confirmed: up to 121 days prior to departure, $100.  120-96 
days prior to departure, $500.  95-61 days prior to departure, $750.  
60-46 days prior to departure, 25% of total tour price.  45-31 days 
prior to departure, 50% of total tour price.  30 days prior to day of 
departure/no show, 100% cancellation penalty.  All cancellation 
notifications must be made in writing to DT.  Please allow up 
to 4 weeks for cancellation refund processing.

After ticketing of international and domestic air, a cancellation 
penalty of 100% of air fare is in effect.  On or after the date of 
departure there can be no refund for any service not used.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN: As many U.S. health carriers do 
not provide benefits while outside the country and cancellation 
penalties can be substantial for many tours, Dehoney Travel, Inc. 
offers a Travel Protection Plan through Allianz (formerly Access 
America).  The Option to Waive Pre-existing Condition Exclu-
sion requires purchase of Travel Protection within 14 days of 
deposit.  You may decline the Travel Protection Plan, but a 
signed disclaimer is required and all cancellation charges are 
your responsibility.

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY: Dehoney Travel, Inc. (DT) 
agrees to arrange for the tour described in this brochure, which 
brochure represents the entire agreement between the passenger 
and his agent, the Tour Host and DT. Except for the willful negligence 
of its direct employees, DT assumes no liability or responsibility for 
any injuries, inconveniences, illness or  irregularity or incidental dam-
ages occasioned by circumstances beyond the control of DT or any 
person or reason whatsoever, including, but not limited to, events 
such as strikes, revolts, wars, travel warnings, terrorist activities, 
natural disasters, closures of airports or hotels, or omission of any 
common or private carrier or the default, negligence, or omission 
of and by any third party providing services or facilities related to 
or included in this tour or any part thereof, or in arranging for the 
same, or the acts or omissions of the Tour Host.

No person, other than an authorized representative of Dehoney 
Travel, Inc. by a document in writing, is authorized to vary, add, or 
waive any term or condition in this brochure, including any term or 
condition set forth in the preceding provisions.

Subject to Governmental IATA, ARC and airlines regulation require-
ments in effect at the date of and during the tour.  Tour price based 
on a minimum of 16 passengers (11 on Australia extension), air 
fares, cost of land arrangements and the value of the U.S. dollar 
March 27, 2012 ($1.00 USD = 1.22 NZD and $1.00 USD = $0.97 
AUD), and subject to any increases that may be imposed prior to 
departure or changes of itinerary necessitated by circumstances 
beyond the control of Dehoney Travel, Inc.   

c

the payment of a single supplement will be required.  When 
available, single rooms are often smaller than doubles.  Single 
supplement $950 New Zealand; $540 Australia.  Hotels listed are 
subject to availability.  GST tax of 15% included.

MEALS: Meals included as listed in the day by day itinerary: "B" 
breakfast; "L" lunch; "D" dinner.

TOUR DOCUMENTS: The name on your air ticket must exactly 
match your name as it appears on your passport.  You must 
forward a copy of the photo/informational page of your pass-
port within two weeks of enrollment on the tour.  If applying 
for a new or renewed passport, send the copy as soon as you 
receive your new passport.  

VISAS:  U.S. and Canadian citizens are eligible for a visa waiver 
and do not need a visa for tourist stays of three months or less in 
New Zealand.  A valid U.S. or Canadian passport and a visa are 
required to enter Australia. Most U.S. or Canadian passport holders 
traveling to Australia for tourism purposes for less than 90 days can 
obtain an Electronic Travel Authority (ETA). The ETA is an electronic 
label-free visa and can be obtained at the ETA website for a small 
service fee.  Dehoney Travel will file for this ETA without any charge 
using details from the passport copy you submit.

SIGHTSEEING AND GRATUITIES: Local transportation by plane, 
bus or other local conveyance as indicated, and the services of 
English-speaking guides and the entrance fees to places visited 
on excursions described in itinerary, are included in the tour price. 
The program is based on a 4 star tour coach with an experienced 
driver/guide. In New Zealand, drivers also provide full commentary 
while driving. Gratuities to guides and drivers are included in the 
tour rate.

TRANSFERS AND BAGGAGE: All transfers by motorcoach are 
included between airports and hotels.  Baggage allowance is a 
maximum of one bag per person (combination width + length + 
height not to exceed 62 inches), plus one underseat carry-on bag.  
Porterage of one bag per person is included at hotels; airport por-
terage is not available due to security regulations.  

NOT INCLUDED: U.S. departure, security, customs & inspec-
tion taxes, and fuel surcharges (currently $489 for basic New 
Zealand tour or $814 if including Australia extension, and 
subject to change prior to departure).  Supplement in air fare 
for departure from a city other than San Francisco; porterage 
at airports; passport fees; single supplement ($950 New Zealand; 
$540 Australia); optional Great Barrier Reef excursion ($150); meals 
not listed as being included; items of a personal nature such as 
laundry, phone calls, etc.; tips for personal favors; travel protection 
plan; any costs resulting from absence or deviation from the itinerary 
and any items not shown herein as being included.

PAYMENTS: Payment can be made by cash, check or credit card 
(Discover, MasterCard or Visa).  A deposit of $700 per person is 
required at the time of booking to confirm tour membership.  Bal-
ance of tour price is due November 15, 2012.

Arrangements by:
Dehoney Travel

3008 Charlestown Crossing, New Albany, IN 47150
Phone: (800) 325-6708 or (812) 206-1080

Email: info@dehoneytravel.com
Fax: (812) 206-1085


